
 
 

SOCIOLOGY: BRIDGING ACTIVITY 
 
Name: 
 
 
 The topics that you will be studying are: 
 
Year 12 
  

• Socialisation, Culture and Identity 

• Youth Subcultures 

• Research Methods 

• Sociology of Education 

• Globalisation and the Digital World 

 

Year 13 

 

• Globalisation and the Digital World 

• Social Inequality and Difference 

 

 
Textbooks are not mandatory but may support you in your private study periods and at 
home.   
Online textbooks can be purchased for the duration of the course: 
Book 1: https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/sociology/products/16-18/ocr-
sociology-for-a-level-book-1-student-etextbook  
Book 2: https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/sociology/products/16-18/ocr-
sociology-for-a-level-book-2-student-etextbook  
 
 
Please come prepared to your first lesson with an A4 ring binder folder, pens, pencil and 
highlighters.  Throughout the course you will also need a calculator.  It would be a good idea 
to also purchase plastic A4 wallets. 
 
 
 
 
Task 1: Research Methods, Culture, Socialisation and Identity  
 
 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/sociology/products/16-18/ocr-sociology-for-a-level-book-1-student-etextbook
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/sociology/products/16-18/ocr-sociology-for-a-level-book-1-student-etextbook
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/sociology/products/16-18/ocr-sociology-for-a-level-book-2-student-etextbook
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/sociology/products/16-18/ocr-sociology-for-a-level-book-2-student-etextbook


Complete definitions for the following key concepts linked to research methods: 
 
 

Key Term Definition 

 
Qualitative 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Quantitative 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
Primary Evidence 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Secondary Research 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Positivists 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Interpretivists 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sample 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  
 

Task 2:  
1. Read Jackson’s research 
2. What was the aim of Jackson’s research? 

 
 
 
 

3. What research methods were used? 
 

 
 
 
 

4. What samples were used in the research? 
 
 
 
 

 
5. What were the findings from Jackson’s research? 

 
 
 

6. Jackson took an Interpretivist approach to her research. How would a Positivist 
investigate this topic and why? 



Task 3: Sampling 
 

When sociologists are conducting research, they need to plan who they will conduct their research on. In 
order to do this, they will use sampling methods. A popular sampling method to use is stratified sampling.  
 
What is stratified sampling?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A sociologist would like to conduct interviews on a stratified sample of 20 students that include different 
ethnic groups from Year 12.  
 
These are the breakdown of students in Year 12 by ethnic group: 
 
White British: 60 
 
Asian: 10 
 
Black Caribbean: 20 
 
Other: 10 
 
Using these categories, explain how a sociologist would select a representative, stratified sample of 20 
students to interview. How many from each ethnic group would be selected and how? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 4: Education 



 

 
 
Statistically there are certain groups in society that achieve more highly than others in education.  
There are several factors that are argued to influence this such as class, ethnicity and gender.  You are 
to complete an essay which answers the following question: 
 
“Discuss the factors which lead to differences in educational achievement”. 
 
Please include statistics and specific examples. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Task 5: Socialisation 



 
 
1. Watch this clip on Oxana Malaya who was abandoned by her parents: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93HymGXC_wM  
 

2. Write down the main points from the clip: 
 
 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
 

3. Comment on what the case of Oxana Malaya teaches us about the following: 
 

Importance of the family  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How are we taught the basics in life?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. What is meant by the term ‘social construction’? 

 
 
 
 

5. Give at least 3 examples of social construction in society. State why they are social constructions.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93HymGXC_wM


TASK 6: Sociological perspectives 
 
Within your sociological studies you will be expected to discuss several sociological approaches/theories to society.   Your task is to research Functionalism, the 
New Right perspective, Marxism, Feminism and Postmodernism. Complete the table below. 
 

 Key thinkers Views of society Links to a contemporary 
piece of news 

Similarities and differences to 
other approaches/theories 

Functionalism  
 
 
 
 

   

The New Right  
 
 
 
 

   

Marxism  
 
 
 
 

   

Feminism  
 
 
 
 

   

Postmodernism  
 
 
 
 

   

 



 
Task 7: Analysing Quantitative Data 

 
When conducting sociological research, data must be analysed in order to arrive at conclusions.  
 
For example, here are results from a workforce survey: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A summary for this graph would be: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using this format, summarise the data in the following source: 
 
1.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Task 8: Culture and Identity 
 

1. Read the chapter on ‘Culture & Identity’ and highlight key points. 

2. Complete the definitions for the key concepts list on the last page. 

 
 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 


