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A BLESSI   

LION DANCING -  PART OF MANDARIN DAY. FULL REPORT PAGE 9 
The 

newslet
ter IN THIS ISSUE 

Mrs. Trebess writes: 

Exam Revision & Preparation 
 

 

As the Lent holiday approaches 
and the second series of mock 
exams for Year 11 is looming on 
the horizon, I thought I would take 
this opportunity to write about 
exam revision and preparation. 

I am pleased to report that the 
vast majority of Year 11 students 
are continuing to take their GCSE 
courses very seriously.  There is a 
real air of purposefulness in Year 
11 lessons and there are a good 
number of students staying in 
school after 3.10pm voluntarily to 
work on coursework or to do 

revision.  Students are also using 
the library at lunchtime to 
continue to work. 

If your son or daughter is yet to 
begin a formal revision schedule, 
they should be doing this as a 
priority over the Lent holiday.  
Many Year 11 students have been 
invited to intervention sessions 
next week and students should be 
spending the rest of their time 
doing revision at home.  Of 
course, Year 11 need some time to 
relax and unwind at home, but 
with carefully planned revision 
sessions, both will be possible.  I 
always recommend that students 
should write down which topics 
they are revising and what specific 
activities they will do during 
revision sessions.  Just writing 
Ȭ%ÎÇÌÉÓÈȭ ÉÓ ÔÏÏ ÖÁÇue and leads to 
revision lacking direction.  
Students also need to ensure that  
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they have covered all topics 
required in the exam. 

Tips for revision planning: 

¶ work out a revision 
timetable for each subject 

¶ break revision time into 
small chunks - hour-long 
sessions with short breaks 
at the end of each session 
often work well 

¶ make sure your child has 
all the essential books and 
materials 

¶ condense notes onto 
postcards to act as 
revision prompts 

¶ buy new stationery, 
highlighters and pens to 
make revision more 
interesting 

¶ go through school notes 
with your child or listen 
while they revise a topic 

¶ time your child's attempts 
at practice papers 

Please find below links to useful 
websites: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/par
ents/helping_with_exams/ 

https://getrevising.co.uk/  (create 
a revision timetable online) 

 

Best regards 
 

Mrs. Trebess 
Deputy Headteacher 

 

  

"2%.47//$ &5. 25. 

 

7ÈÅÎȡ 35.$!9 Χή4( -!2#( ΨΦΧή 

7ÈÁÔȡ ΫË ÃÈÁÒÉÔÙ ÒÕÎ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ "ÒÅÎÔ×ÏÏÄȢ ɉÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÆÕÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
ÈÁÌÆ ÍÁÒÁÔÈÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÄÁÙȦȦɊ 

7ÈÅÒÅȡ "ÒÅÎÔ×ÏÏÄȢ 3ÔÁÒÔÓ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ  3ÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÕÔÅ ÂÅÌÏ×ȡ 

 

7ÈÏȡ  !.9"/$9Ȧ 7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ×ÉÎ 
ÉÔ ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 
ÅÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙȢ  7Å ÁÌÓÏ ÎÅÅÄ ÁÎÙ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÏÕÔ 
ÄÒÉÎËÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÁÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÏÒ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÄÏ×Î ÁÎÄ ÃÈÅÅÒ 
ÅÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙ ÏÎȢ  

(Ï×ȡ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȢ   

http://www.brentwoodhalf.org/copy-of-take-part 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/helping_with_exams/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/helping_with_exams/
https://getrevising.co.uk/
http://www.brentwoodhalf.org/copy-of-take-part
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Using Lent to focus on 
the Light  

Loving God, walk with me on this 
journey as I enter a time of 
reflection and prayer with you. 
Kneel with me in my humility as I 
acknowledge those times when I 
have lost sight of you. Welcoming 
God, embrace me with your open 
arms, as I find a space to call my 
own with you. Living God, open 
my eyes and my heart to you and 
guide me on the journey you wish 

me to take. Amen. 

During Lent, we enter into a 
season of preparation, self-
reflection and repentance 
×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÓÅÅË ÔÏ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÌÌÙ ȬÔÕÒÎ 
ÁÒÏÕÎÄȭȟ ÒÅÁÌÉÇÎ Ïur lives, and 
focus towards God. It is a 
time to give up things as well 
as take on new life-giving 
practices; helping us rid 
ourselves of our own selfish 
desires and distractions.  

Revelation 3:20 reads: 

Ȭ(ÅÒÅ ) ÁÍȦ ) ÓÔÁÎÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come and eat 
×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅȢȭ  

 This reading always reminds 
me of the picture Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÉÇÈÔ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȱ ÂÙ (ÏÌÍÁÎ 
Hunt 1827-1910 (shown 
opposite) and a prayer my 
mother wrote about the 
impact this picture had on her 
spiritual wellbeing as a child: 

 

 

Dear Father, 

I thank you that this picture was in 
my life when I was so young   and 
that this image has stayed with me 
ever since. No matter where I 
stand, your loving eyes are focused 
on me, reassuring me that you are 
always there. 

The door has no latch, but I know 
that you can come through it into 
my heart, at any time. The door is 
Á ÓÙÍÂÏÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÁÌÌ ȬÃÏÍÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÍÙ 
×ÏÒÌÄȭȢ 3ÏÍÅ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ 
is overgrown around the door and 

all is withering. What I saw as a 
child was the wonder of your 
world. Father, I thank you that 
whenever I look at or visualise it, I 
can still see that beauty and 
wonder. 

The lamp you hold shows that you 
are the Light of the World. Thank 
you for your light. 

Thank you for the times that I have 
found your light in my darkness, 
and that I know it never goes out. 

I pray that you will continue to 
knock and come into my heart. 

I pray that I will continue to move 
into your light. 

I pray that I will never forget that 
you are journeying with me. 

Your nail-pierced hands show me 
how much you love me. 

Amen. 

I hope that this image and this 
sense of light will help you focus 
on your Lenten journey. You may 
like to use these readings to help 
you focus on the Lent story:  

MATTHEW 26-28 

MARK 15-16 

LUKE 22-24 

JOHN 17-20 

How will you use this precious 
time of lent? Will you do some 
spring-cleaning? During the Lent 
period, there will be opportunities 
to join others in preparation or 
you may feel that you would like 
to do something on your own.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+26-28&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+15-16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+22-24&version=NIV
http://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=john+18;+john+19;+john+20
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There is a variety of Lent 
resources available, at the 
Diocesan Center or online, that 
will guide you through this time. 

Before we start our time with 
God, we pray to center ourselves, 
to be empty and ready to receive 
ɉȬÔÈÅ ÕÓÅÆÕÌÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ Á ÐÏÔ ÃÏÍÅÓ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÉÔÓ ÅÍÐÔÉÎÅÓÓȭ ,ÁÎ 4ÚÕɊȢ 
Mother Theresa said: 

Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ 'ÏÄ 
speaks. If you face God in prayer 
and silence, God will speak to you. 
Then you will know that you are 
nothing. It is only when you realise 
your nothingness, your emptiness, 
that God can fill you with Himself. 
Souls of prayer are souls of great 
ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅȱȢ 

I cannot remember origin of this 
poem analysis, but I found it quite 
inspiring: 

Ȭ'ÅÒÁÒÄ -ÁÎÌÅÙ (ÏÐËÉÎÓ ÈÁs a 
×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÐÏÅÍȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ 7ÒÅÃË ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ $ÅÕÔÓÃÈÌÁÎÄȟȱ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÕÓÅÓ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÈÒÁÓÅ Ȱ,ÅÔ ÈÉÍ %ÁÓÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÕÓȢȱ 
In this phrase, he uses the noun 
ȬEasterȭ as a verb. Hopkins writes, 
Ȱ,ÅÔ ÈÉÍ %ÁÓÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÕÓȟ ÂÅ Á 
ÄÁÙÓÐÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÍÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÕÓȢȱ  

It is a splendid phrase. It is a 
ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÒÅÁÌÌÙȟ Ȱ,ÅÔ ÈÉÍ 
%ÁÓÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÕÓȢȱ )Î ÆÁÃÔȟ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ 
a great way to look at the truth, 
the transforming reality of Easter. 
Let Easter get into us. Let Easter 
come and live where we live. Let 
Easter permeate our souls. Let him 
Easter in us, and be a dayspring to 
the dimness of us. Is that not what 
we all desire most? Not Easter as a 
noun, about a long-ago event, but, 
rather, Easter as a verb, as 
something that transforms our 

present lives, as something that 
gives us new life now, as 
something that gives us hope and 
meaning and courage. Is that not 
what every human heart longs for? 
,ÅÔ ÈÉÍ %ÁÓÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÕÓȦȭ 

3Ïȟ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÐÒÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ'ÏÄ ×ÉÌÌ 
%ÁÓÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÕÓȱ ) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ (Å 
listens to us all the time and He is 
ready to hear us when we pray in 
our hearts or out loud; when we 

are seeking the light at Lent and 
generally in our lives. 

Mrs. Sharp 
Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

  

 

There is time for parent/carers and the wider school 
community to come and pray with Mr. Scott-Evans 
Tuesdays 11:15am and Wednesdays 7:50am.  

A warm welcome to all!  
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FRIENDS OF BECKET KEYS 

The Best of British Quiz Night. 

FRIDAY 16TH MARCH 2018 

Doors open at 7:30pm. 

Teams of up to 10. Bring your own drinks and 
nibbles. Tickets are £5 per person + booking fee. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fobk -quiz-night -
tickets-42746481878 

 

 

FRIENDS OF BECKET KEYS  

Present 

 Abba Night 2018. Abba's Angels, one 
of the UK's premier Abba Tribute 
groups have been established since 
2000. 

Featuring some incredibly talented 
singers and musicians, they offer one 
of the most captivating and authentic 
tributes to one of the greatest bands 
of all time.  

FRIDAY 11th  MAY 

Tickets are £10 each. (+ booking fee) 
70s attire is optional! 

 Event is open to all. Pay bar and DJ. 
Over 18s only. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/abba -
night -tickets-42628685546 

  

 

Friends Of Becket Keys 

Friends of Becket Keys, our 
hardworking PTA are organising 
some fantastic fun events! Book 
your tickets via Eventbrite. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fobk-quiz-night-tickets-42746481878
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fobk-quiz-night-tickets-42746481878
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/abba-night-tickets-42628685546
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/abba-night-tickets-42628685546
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The new Justin Welby Building is 
now finished and in addition to 
the superb new building, the 
school has a wonderful new 
playground space where the old 
Ȱ"ÌÏÃË Ψȱ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅȢ !Ó ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÐÈÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ 
development, it wants to raise 
£25,000 to invest in new trees, 
benches and playground 
equipment/facilities. The 
playground needs areas for 
students to sit, eat, and shelter 
when the weather is too hot or 
too wet! The old sports hall will 
be demolished in 2018 giving the 
school another ideal opportunity 
to see the outdoor facilities 
improved.   

The school needs to start an 
intensive six months of 
fundraising to support the 
improvement of its outdoor 
facilities. Friends of Becket Keys 
are committed to helping 
through a programme of 
fundraising events, as well as 
working with the school to 
encourage the children to get 
involved in fundraising. 

 

 

 

 

 

This page has been set up for 
parents and friends of the school 
who feel able to contribute 
towards this important project to 
get the school off to a flying 
start!    

Every donation, however big or 
small will be a tremendous help 
and we hope that we can count 

on your support. The school can 
claim Gift Aid, which will see 
every donation increased by 
25%.  

We look forward to seeing the 
total growing as the community 
starts to respond to this 
appeal.   https://www.justgiving.
com/campaigns/charity/Becket
Keys-cofeschool/playground 

 

 

 

Playground Appeal 

Friends of Becket Keys 

CASH 4 COINS   
Are you going on holiday this year?   

Please help us raise fund for the School Playground Appeal 

by donating your unwanted foreign currency from around the world! 
We can take ANY coins or banknotes  regardless of currency or 

denomination  (We even accept old pound coins and pre-euro currency) 

 

Please bring your coins/notes into school and leave at Reception. 

 

Thanks for your continued support and dÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÁÓË ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ 
friends and colleagues at work! 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/BecketKeys-cofeschool/playground
https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/BecketKeys-cofeschool/playground
https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/BecketKeys-cofeschool/playground
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With Chinese New Year fast 
approaching, Thursday 8th 
February saw the Becket Keys 
Year 7 students treated to a 
celebration of all things Chinese. 
During the day, no grain of rice 
was left unturned as students 
took part in an oriental carousel 
which took them on a dragon-like 
rollercoaster of Chinese cultural 
practices, culinary customs, and 
history.  

 
At 8.30 the students congregated 
in thÅ ÈÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ Á ȬÆÁËÅ ÎÅ×Óȭ- 
themed presentation by our 
keynote speaker, Mrs. Webb of 
Benendon School, who had the 
students on the edge of their 
seats with a quasi-pantomime 
style hour of entertainment, wit 
and factual insight into Chinese 

culture. Following the assembly, 
students dispersed towards their 
respective activities. 
 

 
In Runcie Province, expert 
calligrapher Miss Wang, manager 
of the Essex Jiangsu Centre, led a 
masterclass in the art and history 
of Chinese writing. In the 
kitchens, our resident expert Mrs. 
Norman ensured students would 
not go hungry with a session on 
how to make tasty Chow Mein.  
 
Chinese design and art with Ms. 
Cherry had students designing 
items of clothing with an oriental 
twist. 
 

  
 
Mrs. 7ÅÂÂȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ 
orchestra of scissors as students 
learned the delicate art of paper 
cutting. 
 

  
 
In the science labs the gunpowder 
specialists Mr. Fenn, Mrs. Barden 
and Ms. Brown delivered an 
explosive education into one of 
#ÈÉÎÁȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÎÏÔÏÒÉÏÕÓ ÉÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ 
which one student described as 
ȬÍÉÎÄ ÂÌÏ×ÉÎÇȭȢ  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 7 Mandarin Day
 


