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Last distance place offered was 0.761 miles from the school.
Last ‘other’ faith place offered to 0416 miles from the school.

Mr Scott-Evans writes….

What kills fruitfulness (and
teenagers)?
Last week I wrote about the
strawberries I am growing in my
garden; how fruitful they are and
how my daughter collects them in
the mornings. I made a
comparison between my
strawberries and the students at
the school in terms of being
fruitful and measuring
fruitfulness. I mentioned at the
end of my article that some of the
strawberries are being eaten by
pests and that this had made me
think of what the equivalent was
for our students. What stops
them from being fruitful.
Those of you who have read my
articles before may not be
surprised to hear that my view is
that fruitfulness comes from
adherence to Christian values
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being imitators of God (Ephesians
5v1) and through the blessing of
the Holy Spirit.
I believe that we all have an
inbuilt desire to be fruitful and to
seek God’s leading in our lives.
Even when we do not realise it!
Our school’s Bible verse says that
Jesus chooses us, even if we do
not choose him. It says he
appoints us to be fruitful (John
15v16-17). In many ways: we
cannot escape it!
However, if I had to put my finger
on one thing that I would get rid
of from all young people because
I think it kills fruitfulness it would
probably be the mobile phone. It
is the biggest distraction from
fruitfulness that I can see.
At worst, it even kills young
people. Did you see the episode
of Panorama this week? I
……contd. on page 2
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….contd. from Page 1
recommend it to every parent. It’s
titled: “A Social Media Murder”.
The opening lines and images are
compelling. Scenes of a street
that could be anywhere in
Brentwood and a couple (parents)
are speaking: “It is very social in
this road. Everybody knows each
other. It is a lovely place to live.”
The presenter explains that they
live in the outskirts of Reading
and have lived there for 19 years.
They have two children. One
Sunday afternoon, their 13-yearold son Olly left the house,
grabbing his phone and saying he
was going to meet a friend
nearby. He said, “Don’t worry I
have my location on.”
The last images of Olly were
caught on a neighbour’s doorbell
camera. The evidence of what
happened to him next was all
found in the secret world of his
(and other young peoples’
phones). Olly’s mother says: “It is
a world where you can do and say
what you want. It is a world that
we had no idea existed. And that
he was being attacked in it.” The
father says, “They hunted him.
Tracked him through social
media.”
He then says: “It did nothing to
protect him. And without it he’d
still be here.”
This horrendous case (which I can
only appeal to you to watch on
iPlayer) is a stark warning of the
dark world we are allowing to
attack our children. For many of
you, this warning is coming too
late, but for those who can still do

something about it: I would plead
with you not to allow your child to
have SnapChat. I would also be
extremely cautious about
WhatsApp (age limit 16),
Instagram, TikTok, Facebook and
Twitter.
If you do allow these things,
please have strict limits on them
and regularly sit with your child to
see what is coming up on their
feed. What a 13-year-old sees on
their TikTok and Instagram is
completely different to what a 47
year old head teacher sees!
The documentary includes a
fascinating experiment where the
presenter/journalist creates
several fake accounts in the style
of a 13-year-old to see what she
sees. The content will be
shocking to many parents.
Having worked at Becket Keys for
10 years now, sadly I was not
shocked. Most of the pain and
problems that students suffer
from, and we must respond to,
seem to come from the mobile
phone.
At the very best, the mobile
phone is a huge distracting waste
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of time which kills fruitfulness; at
worst, it is leading to murder.
There is a huge spectrum in
between; very little of which is
positive in my opinion. I am sure
most of you will be reading this
thinking that this article is for
other families. I am pretty sure
that is exactly what Olly’s parents
would have thought too.
For those of you not already
doing it, it is possible to allow
your child to have a smart phone
and to use parental controls to
limit what they can see and do on
it. There are plenty of articles and
videos about how to do this online. Like this help sheet from
Apple and this video from
TechBoomers.
Before we get too high and
mighty about phone usage, I
think that we need to get our own
house in order as parents and
teachers. Next week, I will take a
look at our use of our phones and
what sort of example we are
setting!
Mr Scott-Evans
Headteacher
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Careers Talks to Sixth Formers
email me via
office@becketkeys.org with a
brief (I do not want to take up too
much of your time!) explanation
of the jobs you would be talking
about. Once I have collated
these, I will communicate with
those who are able to assist in
more detail and be available to
answer queries you might have.
Thank you for your support in
preparing our Sixth Formers for
their futures,
To support our Sixth Formers in
making informed decisions about
their futures, I am going to start a
series of regular careers talks
during their tutorial periods. To
do this, I need the support of the
Becket Keys community!

•

Are you - or is someone you know
- able to present to Sixth Formers
for about 10 minutes and then
answer questions they ask? The
presentation might focus on
some or all of these areas, as well
as anything else related to them:

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

What you do for a career.
Your pathway to get
where you are.
Why you chose this
pathway.
What your job includes
across a day / week /
month / year.
What other jobs you have
had were like.
Why you like certain jobs
you have had.
The biggest
responsibilities you have.

•

•
•

•

The greatest challenges
you have faced.
The most important
learning experiences you
have had.
What is most rewarding.
Advice to those interested
in a similar career to you.
Advice about a successful
career in general.
Advice about writing a CV
and/or application letter,
as well as interview skills.

The talks will need to be delivered
during tutorials, so anyone who is
willing to support would have to
be available for either Year 13
tutorial (10:10am-10:35am) or
Year 12 tutorial (10:35am11:00am) - or both! Talks could
be delivered in person in the John
Wraw Chapel or via Microsoft
Teams. I can be almost totally
flexible about the best time of
year and day for each talk, so this
is not an issue.
If you - or someone you know can support me in this, please
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Ross Peggs
Assistant Headteacher and
Head of Sixth Form
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Enrichment Day
Thursday 14th July 2022
This year we are again able to run
the careers fair on July 14th, we
would really appreciate it if you could
spare your time to help us please.
Careers Fair
This session is for our Year 7 and 8
students. The focus is on inspiring
future choices and decisions.
You will be talking to our students
about your career; the pathway into
the job, the opportunities, skills and
experiences that are involved in your
pathway and career journey.
The day will be split into 2 sessions:
Session 1: 8.45 - 10.35am
Session 2: 11.00am - 12.40pm
Each session will run as a carousel
with students rotating and talking to
each visitor.
If you are able to attend, please can
you confirm your attendance to
careers@becketkeys.org and let us
know which session or sessions you
will be volunteering for. Coffee, tea
and biscuits will be available
throughout the day.
We look forward to hearing from
you.

Katie North and Natalie Silman
Leads in PSHE and Careers
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Nearly New Uniform Sale
Thursday 30th June 2022
2.00pm
School Playground
Due to the success of the recent sales, we are
urgently looking for donations. If you have
uniform that is no longer required, then kindly
send it into reception as soon as possible. We
would be especially grateful for kilts and blazers.
Many thanks!

If your son/daughter has
misplaced anything at school,
then kindly inform him/her that all
lost property is taken to reception
for collection.
Please make sure that all items,
especially uniform are named, this
will ensure that items can be
returned to the student easily.
Thank you!
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Music Department
After three years away, it was
great to be back performing at
the Patronal Festival Concert at
South Weald St Peter’s Church.

Thank you to the
performers from
both schools for such
an enjoyable evening
of music. In addition,
thank you to all who
attended.

We were treated to some
beautiful solo performances by
pupils from St Peter’s CofE
Primary School and their choir,
who sang ‘In Christ Alone’, and
‘Somewhere Only We Know’. The
evening began with the Becket
Keys Stage Band, who played
three numbers, including Stevie
Wonder’s ‘Superstition’ and
‘Ghost Town’ by The Specials. It
was a chance for Ella Middleditch
and Alex Banfield to flex their
musical muscles and play some
dazzling solos as they say
goodbye to the band and move
on to university and work.
Several vocal duets were
performed in the concert,
including our very own Sophia
Tredgett and Daisy Godfrey, who
sang ‘Bruises’ by Lewis Capaldi.
Becket Keys Choir ended the first
half with three pieces, including
an acapella version of ‘Shallow’
by Lady Gaga and Bradley
Cooper. In the second half, multiinstrumentalist Isabel Slaney
performed with Lowri Cole, who
sang ‘Annabell’s Homework’ by
Alec Benjamin. The evening
finished with the Becket Keys
cast of Matilda performing ‘When
I Grow Up’ and ‘Revolting
Children’. If this performance is
anything to go by, we are in for a
treat at the end of the term when
the musical starts!
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produce abundant fruit.

ARE YOU
LISTENING?

What kind of soil would you use to
describe you spiritual life at this
time?
What message does God’s Word
have for you today?

Take a few moments to quieten
yourself. Breathe slowly and
deeply and become aware of
God’s present in this moment
with you.
Matthew 13:7–9

“Some seed fell among the thorns,
and the thorns grew up and
choked it. But some seed fell on
rich soil, and produced fruit, a
hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.
Whoever has ears ought to hear.”
In the parable of the sower, Jesus
tells his listeners that in the act
of scattering seed, some seed fell
on unsuitable soil and withered.
But the seed that fell on rich soil
grew and produced an
abundance of fruit. God’s Word,
heard by those willing to accept
it, will also bear an abundance of
fruit. Christians are called to be
faithful to the task of
proclaiming the truth of God’s
Word, to have faith that those
words will find rich soil and
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In prayer, we experience God’s
love. In our response, we humbly
return that love. And, if we have
ears to hear, God always pushes
us to go deeper. Jesus’ life shows
us that prayer always extends to
our neighbour; it pushes us to
notice the divine spark in all of
God’s children, to show love
without reservation. It is this love
that bears much fruit for the
Kingdom.
Speak to Jesus, using this prayer
or a prayer of your own and listen:

Jesus, you are the master farmer.
Help me to follow your example of
planting with grace, confidence,
and love. Help me to have a
listening ear and to hear all that
You have to say to me. Give me a
teachable spirit and let me grow in
a knowledge of You. Help me to
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trust implicitly Your Word for Your
Word is truth, in Jesus’ name I
pray, Amen.

During the week ahead, set aside
a little extra time to pray and read
the Bible. God sent His only
begotten Son into the world and
He expects us to listen to Him.
God speaks to us through His
Word; His living Word (the Lord
Jesus Christ) and His written
Word (the Holy Scriptures). God
has called us to ‘hear Him’,
because faith comes by listening
and hearing from the Word of
God. In the scripture, on
numerous occasions, we are
strongly advised: he who hath
ears to hear, let him hear!

Mrs. Sharp
Deputy Headteacher

Page 11 of 20

Volume X– Issue XXXV

BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 24TH JUNE 2022
I

Page 12 of 20

Volume X– Issue XXXV

BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 24TH JUNE 2022
I

Page 13 of 20

Volume X– Issue XXXV

BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 24TH JUNE 2022
I

Page 14 of 20

Volume X– Issue XXXV

BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 24TH JUNE 2022
I

Page 15 of 20

Volume X– Issue XXXV

BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 24TH JUNE 2022
I

Page 16 of 20

Volume X– Issue XXXV

BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 24TH JUNE 2022
I

Page 17 of 20

Volume X– Issue XXXV

BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 24TH JUNE 2022
I

Page 18 of 20

Volume X– Issue XXXV

BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 24TH JUNE 2022

Volume X– Issue XXXV

I

Sports News

U13 Boys Cricket
The first fixture for the combined
Year 7 and 8 cricket team saw us
take on Brentwood School.
Captain Zach Ellis and ViceCaptain Liam Adams took
immediate control of the team
and set up the warmup, which set
the tone for the match. Like with
anything, preparation is key!
Zach won the toss and
confidently elected for the team
to bowl first, as he wanted to
chase down a target when
batting. Liam opened the bowling
and on just his second ball, took
the first wicket before finishing
the over somewhat frustrated.
This was due to the Brentwood
batsman scoring two boundaries
at the end of the over. Cody
Hyam was up next and after four
very consistent bowls he found
the line and length and took the
other opener. Cody then bowled
the next batsman for a golden
duck!
Up next was Nick Moses, whose
natural power was combined with
accuracy as his fast bowling
terrified the batters! It very
quickly resulted in a panicked run
out, as Cody directly hit the
stumps from a near impossible
angle! This momentum then
allowed Nick to bowl the middle
stump out to claim his second

wicket. Up next was Alex Kerry,
who also managed to claim two
incredibly bowled wickets with
his unorthodox short runup! The
fifth bowler was James Gemmill,
whose rollercoaster over
consisted of wides, no balls, dots,
runs and most importantly the
eventual wicket with an LBW.
Joe Cansell, Jamie Southgate,
Jake Adams and Harvey Saunders
respectively bowled the 6th – 9th
over giving just 20 runs. The 8th
Brentwood batsman was a clear
threat and a big hitter. Liam came
back on to bowl and he bowled
better this time around with two
dots and then a wicket. Alex then
proceeded to end the innings.
Aggressive running in the final
over from the Brentwood
batsmen, saw James Gemmill’s
direct throw run out the final
player. This left us chasing 72
runs.
Zach and Liam’s opening
partnership accumulated a very
fast combined 52 runs before I
retired Zach who claimed 36 runs.
Liam unselfishly said “I’m going
to keep Zach on strike, as his bat
is on fire”. Nick came into bat.
However, he got a taste of his
own medicine as two erratic
swings (trying to send the ball to
Chelmsford) were mistimed as an
accurate bowl took him for a
duck. Jake was next. He managed
to accumulate 2 runs, before a
very clinical spin bowler showed
his talent to claim Liam, and then
Jake in the same over.
Page 19 of 20

Cody, and a very impressive Joe
Cansell came in to finish off the
innings, scoring 5 and 15 runs to
chase down Brentwood’s score
for the win. A fantastic beginning
to the cricket season for the
combined team, with plenty of
students itching to play. This
really is the start of something
special with these young boys.

Full Team
Zach Ellis - Captain
Liam Adams – Vice Captain
Cody Hyam
James Gemmill
Nicolas Moses
Jake Adams
Joe Cansell
Harvey Saunders
Jamie Southgate
Alex Kerry
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
MONDAY 27TH & TUESDAY 28TH JUNE 2022
SIXTH FORM BRIDGING EVENT
*
WEDNESDAY 29TH JUNE 2022

Becket Keys
Church of England
School
Sawyers Hall Lane
Brentwood, Essex
CM15 9DA
01277 286600

YEAR 13 PROM
*
SATURDAY 2ND JULY – MONDAY 4TH JULY
YEAR 7 BUSHCRAFT TRIP
*
WEDNESDAY 6TH JULY 2022
11.00am PATRONAL FESTIVAL EUCHARIST
*
GOVERNERS’ SPEECH & AWARDS EVENING
THURSDAY 7TH JULY 2022
*
ENRICHMENT DAY
THURSDAY 14TH JULY 2022
*
SPORTS DAY

www.becketkeys.org
office@becketkeys.org
finance@becketkeys.org
Twitter:
@BecketKeys
@MrScottEvans
@BecketKeys6th
@BecketKeysMusic
@BecketKeysPE
@BecketKeysArt
@BecketKeysSci
Facebook:
School

FRIDAY 15TH JULY 2022
*
‘MATILDA THE MUSICAL’
MONDAY 18TH JULY
TUESDAY 19TH JULY
WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY
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