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VISITING STUDENTS FROM CHINA  IN THIS ISSUE 

Mr Scott-Evans, Headteacher 
writes……. 

Dear Parents, Staff, and Students, 

I am delighted to share with you 
the wonderful experience we had 
this week with our guests from 
Inner Mongolia. As part of our 
work with the Global School 
Alliance, our participation in 
the Mandarin Excellence 
Programme and our status as 
a Confucius Classroom, we had 
the pleasure of hosting 22 
Chinese students between the 
ages of 11 and 16. 

Our Chinese guests were paired 
with students of the same age 
and sex and participated in 
various lessons and clubs 
throughout the week. They also 
enjoyed lunch with their buddies 
and had the opportunity to 
explore the local area. 

The week was filled with exciting 
events, including an opening 
ceremony with music, 
gymnastics, and speeches, and a 
closing ceremony where the 
Chinese students presented a 
traditional song. We also 
awarded certificates and gifts to 
all the students who participated. 

Our Chinese guests were 
accompanied by five teachers, 
and we had the pleasure of 
teaching all 27 of them how to 
make a traditional English cream 
tea. We baked scones and 
enjoyed them with cream and 
jam. We also took them for a walk 
to Brentwood High Street, where 
we visited St Thomas’ Church and 
the chapel ruins. We then went to 
some of the shops, including 
Boots and Sainsburys. 

 
……contd. on page 2 

  

Mid-Year Reports 
Information about the reports that 
will be sent home next week.  
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Foodbank 
We are supporting the local foodbank 
with an additional collection in 
February. 
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National Apprenticeship Week 
Excellent advice and resources for 
students wishing to pursue and 
apprenticeship. 
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……..contd. from Page 1 

We are thrilled to hear that our 
guests enjoyed their stay with us 
and were very complimentary 
about our school. The organiser 
of the visit even said that we were 
the best school the organisation 
has ever used (he has been 
bringing Chinese schools over for 
ten years) and that we have an 
independent school feel! 

We were sad to see our guests 
leave, but we hope that the 
memories of their visit will live 
long in the memory. We would 
like to thank everyone who made 
this visit possible and look 
forward to future opportunities to 
welcome guests from China and 
Spain in the future. 
 

 
Mr Scott-Evans 

 Headteacher 
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Mid-Year Reports  

Next week, if you are a parent of 
a Year 7-9 (Key Stage 3) student, 
you will be receiving a mid-year 
report.  These reports are 
designed to help parents and 
students know whether they are 
‘above track’, ‘on track’ or ‘below 
track’ in each of their curriculum 
subjects.  

Students arrive to us with a score 
from primary school.  We convert 
this into a personal target that 
students should aim to achieve by 
the end of the year.  Teachers are 
continuously assessing how 
students are doing against these 
targets.  Are they listening in 
class?  Contributing to class 
discussions?  Presenting work 
beautifully?  Completing 
classwork and homework to a 
high standard?  Together with 
assessment data, we are able to 
make holistic judgements about 
whether students are ‘on track’ to 
meet end of year target grades. 

At Key Stage 3, we assess 
students using ‘stages’.  Each 
curriculum area has worked with 
our expert trust to generate 
meaningful stage ladders that 
students should progress 
through.  The stage ladders and a 
very informative video by Mr 
Scott-Evans explaining stages 
and assessment at Key Stage 3 
can be found on our website  
Becket Keys.  The stages are what 
we generate target grades 
against. 

Another interesting feature of our 
website is the ability to see our 
entire curriculum online!  This 

means that you can see what 
your son or daughter is about to 
study next in each subject and 
how students will be assessed.  
Have a look at the online 
curriculum here Becket Keys. 

When students receive their 
report, it would be a good idea for 
parents and students to go 
through the report and discuss 
each subject.  Where students are 
‘above track’ or ‘on track’ – 
fabulous!  Students should 
continue being excellent students 
in order to meet expectations at 
the end of the year.  Where 
students are ‘below track’  - it 
would be useful to reflect on this.  
Am I working hard enough?  Is my 
book a true reflection of my 
ability?  Am I handing homework 
in on time?  Am I listening and 
contributing regularly to the 
lesson?  If students (and parents) 
feel they are working hard 
enough, this is the time to ask for 
help.  Contact your son or 
daughter’s teacher to ask for 
advice and support via the staff 
contact portal. 

These mid-year reports are 
designed to keep you informed so 
that you can take action.  Please 
remember that we want all 
students to succeed and are 
always here to help.  There is still 
plenty of the year left to make it a 
success!  

Mrs Trebess 
Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

 

Autism Central Hubs offer 
guidance to families, carers and 
personal assistants of autistic 
people. All of our sessions are run 
by Peer Educators. These are 
parents or carers of autistic people, 
who are happy to share their 
knowledge and experience with 
you. They offer group and one-to-
one sessions to help you and other 
parents and carers find the 
information and services available 
in your area. Hubs may also run 
events such as workshops, drop-in 
sessions, coffee mornings or virtual 
meet-ups. 

Essex County Council | Autism 
Central 

 

A Message for Year 9 
Parents 
 
We would like to invite you to the 
Guided Curriculum Choices 
(options) evening which will take 
place: 

Thursday 15th February 2024 
6.00pm - Main Hall 

 

More information will follow 
shortly, but for now, please put 
this date into your 
diaries.  Students and parents 
should attend together. 

 

https://www.becketkeys.org/assessment-in-ks3
https://www.becketkeys.org/curriculum-ks3
https://www.autismcentral.org.uk/hubs/essex-county-council
https://www.autismcentral.org.uk/hubs/essex-county-council
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The Brentwood Foodbank have 
recently shared concerning 
statistics about rising hunger and 
hardship in our local community. 
There has been a 67% increase in 
the number of people needing 
support over the past year. 
Winter is proving to be difficult 
for many families who use their 
services. During 2023, 
Brentwood Foodbank provided 
120,000 meals to Brentwood 
residents referred to them in 
crisis.  

 

As a school, traditionally we have 
encouraged foodbank donations 
as part of our Harvest Festival 
offering. Considering the cost-of-
living crisis and this appeal for 
help, we are now committed to 
encouraging and coordinating 
donations on a more regular 
basis, beginning with a collection 
throughout February. 

Staff, students, visitors and 
friends of Becket Keys, can bring 
their donations directly to the 

collection point in Main 
Reception from now until 
Thursday 29th February. The 
current shortage items are listed 
below. The list also contains 
essential non-food items required 
by families: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Thank you for 
your ongoing 
support and 
generosity. 
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Monday 5th February until Sunday 
11th February is National 
Apprenticeship Week. Degree 
Apprenticeships are fabulous 
opportunities for students to 
continue their studies after A 
Levels, while gaining experience 
in the workplace. Degree 
apprenticeships take three to six 
years to complete, depending on 
the course level and degree 
pursued. Students spend most of 
their time working and also study 
part-time at university. Overall, 
they spend about 20% of their 
time studying vs. 80% of their 
time working.  

What we do at Becket Keys? 

Many of our Year 13 students plan 
to apply to both university and for 
apprenticeships so they have the 
most choices presented to them 
on A Level results day. A minority 
have selected to go for 
apprenticeships only. Alongside 
our UCAS application support, we 
support our Year 13 students 
applying for apprenticeships 
throughout the year, by sending 
them a great variety of 
apprenticeship opportunities, 
arranging alumni presentations, 
mock interviews, delivering talks 
about apprenticeships, providing 
references and by facilitating 
their apprenticeship interviews on 
site or at home.  

However, our work supporting 
apprenticeship applications starts 
in Year 12. During this National 
Apprenticeship Week Year 12 
students will be learning about 

the different types of 
apprenticeships, advantages and 
disadvantages of apprenticeships, 
how to find an apprenticeship, 
upcoming events and how to 
prepare so that they are ready to 
apply in Year 13.  

Our apprenticeship work does not 
stop after National 
Apprenticeship week finishes. 
Our apprenticeship introduction 
in Year 12 includes hosting 
visiting and virtual speakers, a 
UCAS exhibition visit, weekly 
drop-in sessions, support on how 
to start looking and enrichment 
lessons on CVs, covering letters 
and interview skills. We also 
arrange mock interviews and 
forward to student 
apprenticeship opportunities. 

 

 

Year 13 Apprenticeships 

Please find a selection of 
apprenticeships we have sent to 
students throughout the 
academic year below: 

You can find an extensive list of 
current and live apprenticeships 
here: 

Higher-and-Degree-Vacancy-
Listing-for-2024-PowerPo.pdf 
(amazingapprenticeships.com) 

Sixth Form National Apprenticeship Week 
 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2023/10/Higher-and-Degree-Vacancy-Listing-for-2024-PowerPo.pdf
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2023/10/Higher-and-Degree-Vacancy-Listing-for-2024-PowerPo.pdf
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2023/10/Higher-and-Degree-Vacancy-Listing-for-2024-PowerPo.pdf
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Please follow the link below for a 
film which promotes Teledyne 
E2V’s Chelmsford Apprenticeship 
programme and their Open Day 
which is taking place 23rd 
February. Teledyne are based in 
Chelmsford and offer fully funded 
Advanced and Degree 
Apprenticeship   https://youtu.be/
B7jEHrnR7BY 

Year 12 Apprenticeships 

There are a number of exciting 
live events that students can 
attend throughout the week. 
Students can register and join 
online in school; please see sixth 
form staff if this clashes with 
lessons. 

Events | National Apprenticeship 
Week

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/B7jEHrnR7BY
https://youtu.be/B7jEHrnR7BY
https://nationalapprenticeshipweek.co.uk/events/
https://nationalapprenticeshipweek.co.uk/events/
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Sixth Form students have been sent some information on an apprenticeship support day, Monday 5 
February 10.00-14.00 at the Stratford Campus. 

Apprenticeship support session |    University of East London (uel.ac.uk) 

 

 

For more information on the above: 

https://www.dunelmcareers.com/    https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/ 

 

 

https://uel.ac.uk/about-uel/events/2024/february/apprenticeship-support-session?utm_source=meta&utm_campaign=mt-apprenticeships-24-meta&utm_medium=paid&utm_content=apprenticeships-24-meta-image-3&fbclid=IwAR2xZsXqiT6MSFCBA3bp8xkzxNp5DhpCXD0-h9ydfuhB1Iqp2_YOx2YukVA_aem_AfsXx1yscvOWj514vEb2j-7pSF9M0sU3e6UZcfeDn7tIb9XkxsFZYxer9essBIokBcNdPMpD9g84RsQNFsAWGwpj&utm_id=6546238740090&utm_term=6546238750490
https://www.dunelmcareers.com/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/
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A good starting point is the UCAS 
website, this will be launched to 
students before half term. 

Useful websites: 

Some useful websites listed 
below: 

For more information on applying 
for apprenticeships: 

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.
uk/apprentices/applying-
apprenticeship 

Explore 650 apprenticeships. 

https://www.instituteforapprentic
eships.org/apprenticeship-
standards/ 

Medical degree apprenticeships 
information can be found here: 
https://forms.office.com/e/dbUBj
MgHWZ  

Please find a list of Higher and 
Degree apprenticeships here: 
https://amazingapprenticeships.c
om/higher-degree-listing/ 

 

Mrs Knowles 
Deputy Head of Sixth Form  

  

 

 

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/applying-apprenticeship
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/applying-apprenticeship
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/applying-apprenticeship
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/
https://forms.office.com/e/dbUBjMgHWZ
https://forms.office.com/e/dbUBjMgHWZ
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-degree-listing/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-degree-listing/
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Nearly New  

Uniform Sale 
We are pleased to announce our next 
nearly new uniform sale. 

Saturday 10th February 2024 

School Reception 

11.00am – 12.30pm 

If you have any donations they would be 
happily accepted, please bring them to 

the school reception. 

 

 

Register for the Elevate Parent Webinar Series. 

 This term Elevate Education will deliver high-
impact workshops to students that will help to 

develop their study skills, motivation, and exam 
preparation. Over the next term, parents are 

invited to join the webinar series, this will enable 
you to help support your child at home by 

reinforcing the skills they are learning at school.  

Upcoming Webinars:  

 

How You Can Make Technology an 
Ally  

6th February 6:00pm  
 

Register for the series by clicking the link below 
and learn some great practical strategies to help 

support your child this year. 
https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukschoolwebinar 

 

https://www.qacareer.co.uk/applynow/45f970859bb58e30?s=QAWebsiteApplications
https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukschoolwebinar
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https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 
 

YEAR 8 MANDARIN BFI TRIP 
THURSDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2024 

 
* 

YEAR 7 CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION 
MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 2024 

 
* 

YEAR 9 OPTIONS EVENING 
THURSDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2024 

6.OOpm MAIN HALL 
 

* 
LENT HOLIDAY 

MONDAY 19TH FEBRUARY - FRIDAY 23RD 
FEBRUARY 2024 

 

* 
INSET DAY 

THURSDAY 28TH MARCH 2024 
NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 

 
* 

EASTER HOLIDAY 
FRIDAY 29TH MARCH – FRIDAY 12TH APRIL 

2024 

 

 

Becket Keys 

Church of England 
School 
Sawyers Hall Lane 
Brentwood, Essex 
CM15 9DA 
01277 286600 
 
 
 

www.becketkeys.org 
office@becketkeys.org 
finance@becketkeys.org       
                
X:    
@BecketKeys  
@MrScottEvans         
@BecketKeys6th 
@BecketKeysMusic 
@BecketKeysPE   
@BecketKeysArt 
@BecketKeysSci 
@BecketKeysDT 
@BecketKeysExams 
 
Facebook: Becket Keys Church School 

 

http://www.becketkeys.org/
mailto:office@becketkeys.org

