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DO YOU HAVE SOME TIME TO VOLUNTEER?  IN THIS ISSUE 

Mr Scott-Evans writes…..  
 

Calling Prayerful 
Invigilators: Join Us in 
Supporting Our Students! 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the 
labourers are few; therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out labourers into 
his harvest”  

Matthew 9 v 37-28 

 As exam season approaches, we 
are looking for parents and 
community members to join our 
team of prayerful invigilators. 
This unique role is an opportunity 
to support our students not just 
by ensuring the smooth running 
of the exams, but by offering 
prayerful guidance as they face a 
key time in their academic 
journeys.  

 We have always been blessed 
with volunteers who come into 
the exam halls to assist with 
invigilation, while also praying for 
the students as they take their 
exams. A regular prayerful 
invigilator, often shares how 
rewarding it is to silently pray for 
each student’s focus, peace, and 
future, all while keeping a 
watchful eye on the room. He has 
mastered the art of "praying with 
his eyes open," ensuring he can 
notice any students who might be 
struggling or losing focus and 
offer a prayer of support for them 
in that moment. He walks the 
room, praying for their results, 
their future steps, and that they 
would feel calm in the midst of 
exam pressures.  

 We would love to welcome more 
volunteers into this wonderful  

 ……contd. on page 2 

   
 
Drama Department 
A level student head to the West End 
for their theatre trip. 

   Page 3 
Harvest Appeal 
We are collecting donations for the 
local foodbank, please give 
generously if you can. 

   Page 8 
Art & Textiles 
Excellent work from our talented 
students showcased here. 
                                                     Page 13-1 7 
Sports News 
This week we report on GCSE rock 
climbing and Year 9 netball. 

 Page 18-20 

 

 



BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 18 TH OCTOBER 24                                                                                  Volume XIII– Issue VII 
I 

Page 2 of 21 
 

  .…..contd. from Page 1 
 

role. If you are interested, a DBS 
check and volunteer forms will be 
required, and full training will be 
provided. While this is a voluntary 
role, there are options to be paid 
as an invigilator should you wish 
to pursue it in the future.   

 

For now, we are just looking for 
those who feel called to lend their 
support to our students in this 
prayerful way. Please get in touch 
if you would like to join our team 
of prayerful invigilators!   

  

Thank you for considering this 
important role in our school 
community!  

Have a lovely weekend! 

 Mr. Scott-Evans 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

Chess Club 

Only a couple weeks into the year, when chess club had only 
recently started, we were already off to a tournament at 
Brentwood school. It was clear that we were underprepared: we 
were amazed at the level that the competition was playing at! 

Even though we walked away with just one single point, we 
celebrated that we managed to win against one of the top 
players in the UK. 

Above all, we left with a determination to improve and a 
knowledge of how masters play. Hopefully, by next year, we can 
go up to two points! 

Nicholas Petrelli - Year 12 
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Year 13 Drama Trip  
Stranger Things 
Wow, wow, wow! I had read the 
reviews, seen the trailer and 
spoken to others who had seen 
this production, but nothing 
prepared me for ‘Stranger Things, 
The First Shadow.’ 

It was an absolute pleasure to 
take the Year 13 drama students 
to the Phoenix Theatre and give 
them the opportunity to watch 
and then write about this insane 
but exhilarating masterpiece. Live 
theatre is so important today and 
Year 13 will have to navigate and 
argue their reasons as to why in 
their written exam. 

Mrs. Barr 
Head of Drama 

 

Stranger Things, The First 
Shadow was an amazing 
experience to go and watch as a 
class. It was visually spectacular 
and highly recommended. Going 
as a class made the trip so much 
better as we were able to discuss 
the material in detail together; 
sharing ideas about specific 
moments. 

Matthew Stephens 
 

‘Stranger Things,’ which we saw 
at London’s Phoenix Theatre was 
absolutely mind blowing. The 
visual effects and manipulation of 
the story were incredible. This 
show was terrifying in every way 
possible, and left Mrs. Palmer 
shaking in her boots! 

Lowri Cole 

Drama Department – Theatre Trip 

 

 

 

 

 



BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 18 TH OCTOBER 24                                                                                  Volume XIII– Issue VII 
I 

Page 4 of 21 
 

Science Club 

At KS3 science club we have been 
having a go at lots of practical 
tasks students do not have the 
opportunity to do in lesson time. 

This week, students got to have a 
go at some of things the science 
teachers demonstrated on the 
Year 6 Open Evening.  

All Year 7, 8 and 9 students are 
welcome to come along to 
science club. There is no need to 
sign up. It takes place on 
Mondays from 3.10- 4pm in W23.  

Mrs Lee 
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Black History Month 
October 2024 
 
Black History Month was first 
celebrated in the UK in October 
1987, and was the initiative of 
Ghanaian analyst Akyaaba Addai-
Sebo, who had worked as a co-
ordinator of special projects for 
the Greater London Council 
(GLC). The concept of Black 
History Month originated in the 
US, at Kent State University, 
where it was first proposed in 
1969 and first celebrated from 
January 2-February 28, 1970. 

 
Within six years it was being 
marked in educational 
institutions all across the country, 
with President Gerald Ford telling 
Americans to ‘seize the 
opportunity to honour the too-
often neglected 
accomplishments of Black 
Americans in every area of 
endeavour throughout our 
history’.  
 
Black History Month is also 
celebrated in countries all over 
the world. 
 
https://youtu.be/TCPDq6hCwT0 
 
Black History Month 2024 is 
embracing the theme Reclaiming 
Narratives. The black community 
fell that it is time to take control 
of their stories, celebrate their 
heritage, and ensure that their 
voices are heard. 
 
In today’s world, stories are 
powerful tools that shape how we 

understand the past, present, and 
future. 2024 is set to be a 
transformative year. Black 
History Month UK has a 
compelling theme: Reclaiming 
Narratives. 
 
This theme is not just about 
revisiting history; it’s about taking 
ownership of the stories that 
define the culture, the 
contributions, and the identity of 
the Black communities across the 
UK. It is a chance for black people 
to step into the role of 
storytellers, historians, and 
custodians of their heritage and 
to capture the full breadth and 
depth of their experiences. 
 

 
 
Black History Month Website: 
https://www.blackhistorymonth
.org.uk/ 
 
 

 
Find out more about the people in 
the black community who have 
shaped the Britain we know 
today; a few examples are below: 

 

Bishop Wilfred Wood: The Church 
of England’s first black Bishop 

Wilson Samuel Jackson: The First 
Black Train Driver 

Dame Jocelyn Barrow: A 
Windrush Pioneer 

John Kent:Britain’s First Black 
Policeman 

 

https://youtu.be/TCPDq6hCwT0
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
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A selection of fiction and non-
fiction books centred around the 
struggles and injustices of 
differing backgrounds. Each book 
offers a unique exploration of the 
complex struggles and prejudices 
experienced by minorities across 
the world; these books utilise the 
power of the written word to 
place a strong spotlight onto the 
necessary values of equality, 
unity and compassion within 
society. 

 

Miles away from the farm where 
Sethe was kept as a slave, she’s 
unable to escape the memories of 
what happened there and 
haunted by the ghost of her lost 
child, Beloved, who died at her 
own hand. Morrison’s enduring 
masterpiece and best-loved work 
is a tale of brutality, horror and, 
above all, love at any cost. 

  

 

Brimming with life, love and 
humanity, Bernardine Evaristo's 
Booker Prize-winning novel 
follows the lives of 12 very 
different women, each of them 
searching for something – love, 
support, a family, or a sense of 
home. Themes of identity, race 
and womanhood are brilliantly 
explored in this unforgettable 
modern classic.   

 

Touching on the glory of Notting 
Hill Carnival, the bustle of the 
Black barber shop, learning to 
cook with your mum, and 
more, Black Joy collects essays 
from 28 Black writers unearthing 
exactly what it says on the tin: 
tales that celebrate what it means 
to be Black, from the everyday to 
the annual to the once-in-a-
lifetime.  

 

In this warm, inviting book, 
subtitled Voices of the Windrush 
Generation, Colin Grant collates 
over a hundred first-hand 
interviews, archival recordings 
and memoirs to bring to vibrant 
life the experiences of those who 
migrated to Britain from the West 
Indies between the late 1940s and 
the early 1960s.  

 

 

 Book Club Suggestions – Black History Month 
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In this modern classic, the world 
is divided into two races: the 
Crosses, who are dark-skinned 
and hold the power, and the 
Noughts, who are light-skinned 
and work for them. But when a 
Cross falls in love with a Nought, 
the repercussions affect future 
generations. 

Other books in the series: 

Knife Edge 
Checkmate 
Doble Cross 
Crossfire 
Endgame 
 

 

From science and sport to 
literature and law, Brilliant Black 
British History, by Atinuke and 
illustrated by Kingsley Nebechi, 
celebrates the talented black 
people who have helped build 
Britain. Suitable for children aged 
7+, the book explores key and 
complex historical topics such as 
the world wars, slavery, the 
industrial revolution, Windrush 
and the Black Lives Matter 
movement. 

 

Anuri Chinasa has had enough. 
And really, who can blame her? 
She was the unwilling star of her 
stepmother’s social media empire 
before “momfluencers” were 
even a thing. For years, Ophelia 
documented every birthday, 
every skinned knee, every 
milestone and meltdown for 
millions of strangers to fawn over 
and pick apart. 
 
Now, at twenty-five, Anuri is 
desperate to put her way-too-
public past behind her and start 
living on her own terms. But it’s 
not going so great. She can barely 
walk down the street without 

someone recognizing her, and 
when every detail of her 
childhood was so intensely 
scrutinized, how can she tell 
what she really wants? 

 

In this tale of forgiveness and 
family, sisters Rose and Marvina 
had a falling out decades ago and 
haven’t spoken since. But when 
Rose forgets the recipe for the 
spice blend passed down from 
their mother, she turns to 
Marvina for help. 

Other Authors to read: 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

Abi Daré 

Alice Walker 

Maya Angelou 

David Olusoga 

James Baldwin 

Derek Owusu 

Zadie Smith 

Benjamin Zephaniah 
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If able, please support our 
Harvest Brentwood Foodbank 
Appeal to help local residents in 
crisis. It is an example of how we 
can reach out and share our 
harvest, as God intended.  
 
Over the next few weeks, staff, 
students, visitors and friends of 
Becket Keys can bring their 
donations directly to the school 
to add to our Harvest Display in 
the Main Reception.  
 
The final day for donations has 
been extended to Monday 21st 
October. The current shortage 
items are shown here. This 
offering will demonstrate our 
practical and prayerful response 
to the needs of others, as we 
acknowledge and thank God for 
the earth's riches.  
 
 

 
  

Harvest Appeal 2024 
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Extra-Curricular Clubs 
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Homework Club is available for all students.  

Every afternoon after school students can stay 
for a supervised session until 4.20pm and 
complete their homework in C11. 

Using Homework Club is just one way we 
provide for students who do not want to leave 
site at 3.10pm.  

There are a large number of extracurricular 
clubs that your son/daughter can attend at 
Becket Keys. Full details are available on the 
school website here: 
https://www.becketkeys.org/extra-curricular. 

Avoid the traffic! Stay here for a while! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.becketkeys.org/extra-curricular
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School Uniform 

It is important to all of us that every one of 
the students who attend Becket Keys looks 
smart in their uniform at all times. All 
students are required to wear shoes and not 
trainers. 

Girls in Year 7-9, should have their hair 
completely tied up. Year 10-11 – hair can be 
half up/ half down.  Black, purple or neutral 
coloured hair ties please. If boys have long 
hair, they too need to have it tied up. 

 

 

Now that the weather is getting colder, 
please remember that all students will be in 
need of a COAT – Plain BLACK without 
coloured flashes, logos or slogans, no 
hoodies, no tracksuit tops. Please see the 
website, if you need more details about the 
school dress code. 
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GCSE Rock Climbing  

 Year 10 
 

This week, 40 Year 10 students 
visited Thriftwood Camp Site to 
complete their GCSE rock 
climbing assessment for their PE 
practical. Over the course of the 
trip, students were assessed in 
various climbing techniques, 
including bouldering, traversing, 
knot tying, belaying, and 
climbing. 

Each group tackled climbs of 
increasing difficulty, with 
Monday’s group showing 
incredible resilience by pushing 
through the rainy weather. The 
trip provided a fantastic 
opportunity for students to 
experience a sport outside of the 
school setting, something many 
had never tried before, while 

applying and transferring their 
skills in a new environment. 

This was an important milestone, 
as it sets up the students for the 
rest of their GCSE journey, with 
their first practical sport 
assessment successfully 
completed.  

Well done to all involved and 
thank you to Miss Joughlin for 
organising. 
 

Mr Ison 

Head of PE 

 

Sports News  
 

       

 

   



BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 18 TH OCTOBER 24                                                                                  Volume XIII– Issue VII 
I 

Page 19 of 21 
 

Girls’ Netball 

Year 9 

Becket Keys v 

Brentwood Ursuline 
 

The Year 9 Girls’ Netball team 
played against Brentwood 
Ursuline on Wednesday last 
week. 
 
The girls are a cohesive group 
who play well as a team but 
unfortunately on this day they 
suffered their first loss 13-5. 
 
Although disappointed, the team 
learned some important lessons 
which they will take to their next 
fixture.  Oprah boosted the team 
spirits by stating  ‘This was our 
first loss, but it will definitely be 
our last!’ 
 

Team List 

Oprah Omode  
Ffion Cole 
Zaray Amarchee 
Vienna Hayes 
Tilly H older 
Jess Roberts  
Sophie Guest  
Lyla Stevens  
Abi Fisher  
 

Player of the Match: Ffion Cole 

Becket Keys v Anglo European 

This week the Year 9 girls’ team 
played against Anglo European 
School at home.  

Although the girls had one or two 
different players to the first 
match last week, they proved to 

be a cohesive team and 
dominated the game from the 
beginnng. Sophie Guest and Lyla 
Stevens were shooting and 
scored an impressivce 24 goals!  

The whole team played well and 
the Players’ player was chosen to 
be Vienna Hayes. 

So far Oprah’s prediction from 
last week remains true! 

Final score 24-3 

Additional player: 

Lena Wierdak 

 

 

 

Year 9 girls playing against Brentwood Ursuline 

 

Home match against Anglo European 
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Pre-Loved Uniform 
Sale 

Saturday 19th 
October  

School Playground 
 

11.00am – 12.30pm 
 

If you have any uniform you 
would like to donate, please 

send it to the Main 
Reception with your 

son/daughter. We are 
particularly looking for 
aprons, ties, PE shorts, 

skorts and t-shirts. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Kindly remember that this 
sale is cash only. 
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 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 
 

INSET DAY 
(NO STUDENTS IN SCHOOL) 
FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2024 

* 
 

ALL SAINTS’ HOLIDAY 
YEAR 11 INTERVENTIONS 

 
MONDAY 28TH OCTOBER – 

FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2024 
 

* 
 

ENRICHMENT DAY 
THURSDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 2024 

 
* 
 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENT 
TUESDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2024 

 
* 
 

LAST DAY OF TERM 
STUDENT HALF DAY 

FRIDAY 20TH DECEMBER 2024 
 

* 
 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
MONDAY 23RD DECEMBER 2024 – 

FRIDAY 3RD JANUARY 2025 
 

* 
 

INSET DAY 
(NO STUDENTS IN SCHOOL) 

MONDAY 6TH JANUARY 2025 

 

 

 

Becket Keys 

Church of England 
School 
Sawyers Hall Lane 
Brentwood, Essex 
CM15 9DA 
01277 286600 
 
 
 

www.becketkeys.org 
office@becketkeys.org 
finance@becketkeys.org       
                
X:    
@BecketKeys  
@MrScottEvans         
@BecketKeys6th 
@BecketKeysMusic 
@BecketKeysPE   
@BecketKeysArt 
@BecketKeysSci 
@BecketKeysDT 
@BecketKeysExams 
@BecketKeysTrips 
 
Facebook: Becket Keys Church School 

 

http://www.becketkeys.org/
mailto:office@becketkeys.org

