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  IN THIS ISSUE 

Mrs Sharp ×ÒÉÔÅÓȣȢȢ  
 

Advent: A Season of 
Hope and Preparation  
 
As we enter the season of 
Advent, we are reminded of the 
hope and anticipation that this 
time of year brings. Advent is a 
period of waiting and preparation 
for the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus Christ. It is a time to reflect 
on the profound love and joy that 
His arrival signifies.  
Accompanying this newsletter is 
a calendar of prayers. We invite 
you to join us in dimming the 
lights, lighting a candle, and 
saying a special Advent prayer 
each day. Each day, a student or 
teacher will also read a candle 
lighting prayer:  

  
As we light our candle this 
Advent, we remember that Jesus 
is the light of the world. May we 

ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ 
and grace to others at this 
special season and always. 
Amen.  

  
2ÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ 
and grace to others can take 
many forms in our school 
community. It might be seen in 
the way we offer a kind word to 
someone or how we lend a 
helping hand. It could be in the 
way we show patience and 
understanding to those around 
us, or how we share our time and 
resources with those in need. This 
season encourages us to look 
beyond ourselves and to extend a 
helping hand to those in need. 
Whether through small acts of 
kindness or larger gestures of 
support, we can all contribute to 
making our world a brighter 
place.  

 
ȣȣÃÏÎÔÄȢ ÏÎ ÐÁÇÅ Ψ 

   
Student Christmas Lunch 
Tickets are now available to purchase 
for the Christmas Dinner this year. 

   Page 3 
 

English Department 
Year 7 and 8 students were recently 
given the opportunity to visit the 
local library. 

                                                     Page 4 
 
Jack Petchey 
Year 10 students took part in the 
ȬSpeak Out Challengeȭ  last week. 

 Page 5 
Chinese Visitors 
All students have a chance to be a 
buddy for our Chinese visitors in 
January. 
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As we light our Advent candles  
each day, let them be a symbol of 
the light that Jesus brings into our 
lives. May this light guide us 
through the darkness and fill our 
hearts with peace and joy. The 
light of the Advent candles 
reminds us that there is always 
hope and a promise of new 
beginnings.  

  
The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of deep 
ÄÁÒËÎÅÓÓ Á ÌÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÓ ÄÁ×ÎÅÄȢȭ  

Isaiah 9:2  
  

This verse from Isaiah beautifully 
captures the essence of Advent. It 
speaks of the hope and light that 
Jesus brings into our lives. As we 
journey through this season, let 
us carry this light within us and 
share it with those around us.  
Do remember that you are 
welcome to join our worship by 
attending lunchtime community 
Eucharists every Friday at 1pm, 
one of our whole school Advent 
Eucharists on 3rd December, or 
our Christmas Carol Concert on 
12th December.  

  
Wishing you all a blessed 
Advent season filled with hope, 
love, and the promise of new 
beginnings.  
 

Mrs Sharp 
Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

 

   

If you receive one of the listed qualifying benefits, your child may be 
eligible for free school meals. 

¶ Income Support 

¶ Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

¶ Child Tax Credit (not Working Tax Credit), with an annual 
income below £16,190 

¶ Pension Guarantee Credit 

¶ Employment and Support Allowance, income related 

¶ Support under part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act, 1999 

¶ Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for 4 weeks after you stop 
qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

¶ Universal Credit, with a household income of £7,400 or less 
(after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 

If you wish to apply for this funding then please visit the Essex County 
Council website here: Free school meals: Apply for free school meals | 
Essex County Council  

 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/free-school-meals/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/free-school-meals/apply-free-school-meals
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This ÙÅÁÒȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ #ÁÒÏÌ #ÏÎÃÅÒÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á 
wonderful opportunity to listen to music 
performed by the many musical groups we have at 
Becket Keys.  
 
Tickets for guests and parents are available to 

book here:  

 Becket Keys Carol Concert 2024 

The Christmas Carol Concert is a wonderful 
tradition at Becket Keys, and we are delighted that 
we can once again share this festive event with you 
and your family. 

Thursday 12TH DECEMBER 2024 
BECKET KEYS CofE SCHOOL  

MAIN HALL 
7.00pm ɀ 9.00pm 

 
There is no charge for the concert tickets, but 
we will be having a collection at the end of the 
evening and any money donated will be split 
between the Governorsȭ Hardship Fund and the 
Music Department so if you are able to a 
donation for these causes it would be 
appreciated! 
 
Refreshments will also be available to purchase 
prior to the event. 

 

 

 

Christmas Lunch for Students 

Each year we are delighted to celebrate a 
Christmas dinner at lunchtime with our 
students and this year the meal will be held 
on Wednesday 4th December 2024 to 
coincide with the Christmas jumper/non 
uniform day. 

Kindly note that the lunch on this day will 
only be available in the Bistro or the 
Orangery and so Sixth Formers will need to 
join the rest of the school if they wish to have 
Christmas lunch. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-carol-concert-tickets-1092496710069?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-carol-concert-tickets-1092496710069?aff=oddtdtcreator
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All of our Year 7 and 8 classes 
have been to Brentwood Library 
this term. Each English class has 
enjoyed a chance to explore our 
local library, become familiar with 
the resources available and 
borrow books.  

 

Whilst there, students used their 
book bingo cards to fully 
investigate all the books on offer, 
finding lots of new great reads 
and resources along the way. 
Many students were keen to learn 
how their library card is not just 
for borrowing books but allows 
them to access a range of great 
resources online from their own 
homes. These resources will be 
invaluable for students when 
completing homework. 

Lots of our students excitedly 
brought borrowed books back to 
school and have been devouring 
them in tutor times, English 
lessons and at home. Students 
have been begging to return and 
many students have navigated 
their way back to Brentwood 
library after school to swap their 
books for something else. 

We hope students continue to use 
this fantastic free resource which 
is practically on our doorstep. If 
you are unsure of what Essex 
Libraries offer, here is a snapshot 
of what your son/daughter 

discovered on their visit.  With a 
library ticket you can borrow 
books, films and music, have free 
use of the Internet, get 
information for homework or 
leisure activities and use the 
online services (which include e-
books, e-audio, e-comics, e-
newspapers, e-magazines, the 
reference library online and 
online courses) from home at: 
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/ 

If your son/daughter did not have 
their library card in time for these 
trips, it is not too late to sign 
them up. You can sign them up 
via the Essex Libraries website: 
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/digi
tal-content/join-the-library 

Miss White 
Teacher of English and Key 

Stage 3 English Co-ordinator  
  

English Department ɀ Library Visit 

 

  

  

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/digital-content/join-the-library
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/digital-content/join-the-library
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On Friday, 22nd November, sixty 
of our Year 10 students had the 
incredible opportunity to 
participate in the Jack Petchey 
Speak Out Workshop. This event, 
designed to empower young 
people and enhance their public 
speaking skills, was a resounding 
success and will undoubtedly 
leave a lasting impact on all who 
attended. 

The workshop, part of the 
prestigious Jack Petchey 
Foundation's initiatives, focused 
on building confidence, 
improving communication skills, 
and encouraging self-expression. 
Throughout the day, students 
engaged in a variety of activities 
and exercises aimed at honing 
their ability to speak confidently 
in front of an audience. 

One of the highlights of the day 
was the chance for students to 
deliver their own speeches. 
Guided by experienced trainers, 
they learned valuable techniques 
for structuring their talks, using 
body language effectively, and 
engaging their listeners. The 
supportive environment allowed 
everyone to step out of their 
comfort zones and discover their 
potential as public speakers.  

 

 

Feedback from the participants 
was overwhelmingly positive. 
Many students expressed how 
the workshop helped them 
overcome their fear of public 
speaking and gave them tools 
they can use in their academic 
and personal lives. One student 
remarked, "I never thought I 

could speak in front of so many 
people, but the workshop gave 
me the confidence to do it. It was 
an amazing experience!" 

Of the sixty students who took 
part, the workshop leaders chose 
6 students who will perform their 
speech in a collective worship. 
There will be a panel of teacher 
judges who will choose an overall 
"ÅÃËÅÔ +ÅÙȭÓ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ 
the school in the regional finals of 
the Jack Petchey Speak Out 
challenge! These 6 students are: 
Kaylin Nachwa Muwenda (10HS), 
Noah Lynch (10EW), Mia Walters 
(10HS), Oscar Gibb (10FS), Eloise 
Knowles (10PP) and Maria 
Shipperlee (10HS)- A massive 
congratulations to all of you and 
good luck on the next stage of the 
challenge!  

 

We are incredibly proud of our 
Year 10 students for their 
enthusiasm and willingness to 
embrace this opportunity. We 
look forward to seeing our 
students continue to grow and 
apply these skills in the future. 

Miss Romano 
2iC English 
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WEDNESDAY 4th DECEMBER 2024 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER & NON-UNIFORM DAY. 
CHARITY DONATION OF £1 TO BE HANDED TO 

YOUR TUTOR PLEASE. 

 

Becket Keys Uniform 

All students are required to wear 
smart leather shoes. 

All students in Year 7-9, should 
have their long hair completely tied 
up. Year 10-11 ɀ hair can be half up/ 
half down.  Black, purple or neutral 
coloured hair ties please. 

Students should not have any 
extreme hairstyles and hair must 
not be dyed or shapes cut into the 
hair e.g. stripes or undercuts.  

Please remember that all 
students will be in need of a 
COAT ɀ Plain BLACK, logos or 
ÓÌÏÇÁÎÓȟ ÎÏ ȬÆÁÓÈÉÏÎ ÉÔÅÍÓȭȟ ÎÏ 
ȬÐÕÆÆÅÒȭ ÊÁÃËÅÔÓȢ 

Bags should be plain black and 
other accessories should be black 
or grey.  

 

Please see the website, if you need 
more details about the school dress 
code. 

https://www.becketkeys.org/uniform 

 


