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  IN THIS ISSUE 

Mr Scott-Evans writes….. 

Remembrance Service at 
Becket Keys – A Moment of 
Reflection and Unity  
 
As we approach Remembrance 
Day, our school community has 
been deeply engaged in 
preparing for our annual service, 
which will take place on Tuesday 
11th November. This week, 
students have been reflecting on 
the meaning of remembrance 
through collective worship, 
discussions in tutor time, and 
thoughtful activities designed to 
help them understand the 
significance of this national 
moment.  
 
We’ve been incredibly proud of 
how maturely and respectfully 
our students have responded. 
From exploring the symbolism of 

the poppy to considering the 
impact of conflict both past and 
present, they have shown great 
empathy and insight. Their 
engagement with the prayers, 
scripture, and historical context 
has been truly moving.  
 
The service itself will be held 
outdoors, with the whole school 
gathered around the edge of the 
playground. Students will stand 
with their forms, wearing poppies 
and holding an order of service.  
 
We will hear readings from  
Joshua (Head Boy) and  
Anna-Kaye (Head Girl), listen to 
the solemn notes of The Last 
Post, and observe a two-minute 
silence marked by the sound of 
the gun from the Brentwood War 
Memorial. Canon Darren Barlow 
will be joining us to offer a 
 

  ……contd. on page 2 

  

Club of the Week 
This week we celebrate the 
Locomotive & Transport Society. 

 Page 3 
 

Geography Field Trip 
Year 13 students had their A level 
residential at Blencathra, find out 
more about their experience. 

   Page 5 
 
Enrichment Day 
All students were off timetable on 
Thursday for the first Enrichment 
Day of the academic year. 

 Page 6-8 
 

Book of the Month 
A great recommendation for 
November! 

   Page 12 
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  ……..contd. from Page 1 
 

blessing and a thoughtful 
reflection.   

 
This is a powerful moment in our 
school calendar, and we warmly 
invite parents and friends of the 
school to join us. If you are able 
to attend, please arrive 
by 10:40am so that we can begin 
promptly at 10:45am. It is a small 
sacrifice to stand in the cold and 
remember those who gave so 
much for our freedom.  
Thank you for your continued 
support as we honour the past 
and encourage our students to be 
peacemakers in the future.  
Poppies are available from Main 
Reception in exchange for a 
donation to the British Legion.   
 
Best regards,  

  
Mr Scott-Evans 

Headteacher 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Remembrance Day 
Service at the Brentwood War Memorial 

Friday 7th November 2025 
 

Earlier today the following students represented the school at 
the Brentwood War Memorial for a short service to 
commemorate and commend all those who have died in the 
service of our country and its cause. 
 

Teodora Petre - Year 7 
Patrick Barden – Year 9 

Joshua Witchalls – Head Boy 
Anna Kaye-Fullerton – Head Girl 
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The Locomotive and Transport 
society is about sharing people’s 
passion for trains and other 
transport. It is a free space to 
discuss and chat with those of a 
similar mindset.  

During club meetings we discuss 
different topics past and present, 
as well as the occasional model 
railway day.  

We would encourage any student 
with an interest to come along to 
J11, after school on a Thursday in 
order to see if they enjoy the club.  

Everyone who is interested is very 
welcome. 

Samuel Nash 
Year 12 

  

     

 

     

    

 

Club of the Week 
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We are delighted to be holding 
our annual Sixth Form 
Information Evening for 
students in Year 10 and 11. It 
will take place on Wednesday 
12th November. It will start at 
4.30pm and finish at 7.30pm. If 
you would like to attend, 
please register for one of the 
last few places remaining via 
Ticket Tailor: 

Buy tickets – Becket Keys 
Church of England School 

During the evening, you will 
hear from Mr Scott-Evans, 
Headteacher, and Mrs Course, 
Assistant Headteacher and 
Head of Sixth Form. They will 
inform you about: 
 

• What the Sixth Form is like and 
our vision for the future. 

• How to apply for a place in the 
Sixth Form and key steps and 
dates along the way. 

• Which subjects will suit your 
skills and interests. 

• Which combination of subjects 
will be possible. 

• The entry requirements. 
• How we will advise you when 

making difficult choices. 
• The different ways in which 

you can discover more about 
the subjects you want to take. 

• What an ‘ordinary’ day, week, 
term and year are like in the 
Sixth Form at Becket Keys. 

• Extra-curricular opportunities 
in the Sixth Form. 

• How we will support your 
preparation for the next steps 
after being in the Sixth Form.  

The Sixth Form Prospectus 
and the Sixth Form Course 
Guide will be available for 
you to take home. You can 
then discuss the different 
options available with your 
son/daughter. There will also 
be an opportunity to take a 
tour of the Sixth Form area in 
the Justin Welby building. 
 
We have limited space so 
kindly book a ticket for 
each person attending. 
 
Any questions please email: 
sixthform@becketkeys.org  
 
We look forward to 
welcoming you that 
evening! 
  

Sixth Form Information Evening 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/becketkeyschurchofenglandschool/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/becketkeyschurchofenglandschool/
mailto:sixthform@becketkeys.org
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Geography Department – Y13 Residential Blencathra 

 

The A-Level Geographers have recently returned from the Lake District National park and the fabulous 
Blencathra mountain and field studies centre.  

The annual Year 13 field trip is a chance for the students to witness firsthand the geography and splendour 
of the Fells whilst collecting their primary data for their NEA (Non-examined assessment). This piece of 
work accounts for 20% of our overall A-Level Geography grade and is a great stepping stone towards their 
next steps after Becket Keys. The students practise and apply a range of skills and presentation techniques 
in producing a 4,500+ word project on a topic of their choice.  

As part of the fieldtrip the students enjoyed visiting and exploring: the human geography of Keswick, 
climbed Cat Bells, saw Scotland across the Soloway Firth, studied sand dunes and the heavily managed 
coastal settlement of Siloth. We were blessed with the weather and had a jolly good time as well as 
making new friends and learning new things. Thank you to all those involved and the staff who made this 
fieldtrip possible and a memorable experience.  

If you are interested in what Blencathra is like there is currently a very interesting programme available on 
iPlayer BBC Four - Life of a Mountain, A Year on Blencathra. 

If you haven’t got time to watch the full episode, at least devote 2 minutes to this BBC Four - Life of a 
Mountain, A Year on Blencathra, Sharp edge to get a feel for the place!  

Mr Taylor-Smith 
Head of Geography  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08f1cc0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08f1cc0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04s3dr7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04s3dr7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04s3dr7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04s3dr7
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Our recent Enrichment Day was a 
fantastic opportunity for students 
to broaden their experiences and 
develop skills beyond the 
classroom. Across the school, 
pupils took part in a wide range of 
engaging sessions designed to 
support their personal growth, 
teamwork, and future aspirations. 

• Years 7–9 explored 
sessions in Mathematics, 
Science, Careers, Band, 
and House Sports, with a 
focus on Careers, 
collaboration and 
creativity. 

• Year 10 enjoyed a 
performance of A 
Christmas Carol, a session 
based on Post-16 Options, 
and a motivational session 
with Elevate Education. 

• Year 11 built valuable 
employability and study 
skills through 
the Transferable 
Skills workshop, 
watched A Christmas Carol 
performance, and learnt 
about study skills 
with Elevate Education. 

A huge thank you to all staff and 
visitors who helped make the day 
run so smoothly, and to our 
students for their enthusiasm and 
engagement throughout. Days 
like this truly reflect the strength 
of our school community and the 
importance of learning beyond 
the classroom. 

Ms North - Head of Careers 

Enrichment Day – November 2025 
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Many thanks to our Sixth 
Formers Ellie and Sophia for 
helping out during the day, here 
is what they had to say: 

On Thursday, Becket Keys had an 
Enrichment Day which all years 
were involved in. The students 
were able to participate in many 
different sessions and sports, 
both educational and fun. This 
included an outstanding 
performance from singer 
songwriter ‘Meek’ and the ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ cast gave an 
engaging performance of the 
novella to the Year 10s and 11s.  

On top of this, the staff from 
‘Elevate Education’, gave the 
students a brilliant talk, 
discussing revision methods and 
preparation for exams. Years 9, 
10 and 11 were given advice about 
post-16 options and different 
career pathways they could 
embark on. Year 7 were treated 
to a morning of Maths and Year 8 
enjoyed an afternoon of team 
building experiments in the 
Science department.  

Furthermore, the day was full of 
sports, including rugby and 
netball. Sixth form also got 
involved, with their exciting 
London Challenge. Years 12 and 
13 spent the day sightseeing the 
iconic landmarks around the city 
and completing challenges and 
tasks in which contributed to the 
House Cup Competition. Overall, 
the day was influential and 
exciting for all! 

Sophia Tredgett & Ellie Grose 
Year 12 
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London Challenge 

2025 

The Sixth Form students were off 
timetable to take part in our first 
Enrichment Day of the academic 
year. These days are designed to 
focus on the wider personal 
development of students.   

Year 12 and 13 travelled into 
London to complete our 
traditional London Challenge as 
part of our house events! This 
year the students had our 
infamous Monopoly board trail 
and had to visit some landmarks, 
find a celebrity, buy a tacky 
souvenir and make Mrs Knowles 
and me laugh! On top of this 
there were bonus points for those 
who could find Thomas Becket in 
London. There was some 
excitement when one group 
managed to find Queen Camilla! 
Mrs Knowles and I managed to 
wave at the King as he left 
Buckingham Palace.  

We have included some of the 
photos; I hope they make you 
smile!  

 It was a fantastic day, and I am 
always amazed how many 
students tell me it is the first time 
they have visited the London 
sites!  It is also good to see the 
students work together in their 
forms. Some Year 13 students 
also said they appreciated a 
decompression day before the 
mocks start next week. It was a 
great day, and we look forward to 
our next house events in the run 
up to Christmas!  

 

 

 

Bold squirrels in London! 

 

 

Queen Camilla!  
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Late Gate 

Early is on time, 
On time is late,  
And late is unacceptable! 
 
At Becket Keys, we look to 
ensure that we are preparing 
students for life beyond school. 
We encourage students to 
attend school regularly and on 
time.   

Remember that the school gate 
closes at 8.25am.  This allows 
students enough time to be at 
their first lesson on time. Period 
1 begins at 8.30am.   

Brentwood can be tough to 
negotiate during rush hour, so 
we encourage students and 
parents to contact the school in 
the case of genuine lateness, 
such as delayed public transport.  

Parents can call the main school 
line 01277 286600 or use the 
“Studybugs” app.   

We thank you for your support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Think you’re up for the challenge? This term’s task is called 
Nasty Negatives – give it a try! 

Every time you finish a challenge you will have learned or 
practised something important. Not only that, but just for 
fun show Mrs. Conway and she will put your name into the 
prize draw. 

That means the more times you complete, the more 
chances you have to win a great prize! The draw closes on 
Thursday 18th December 2025. 

Click the following link to complete on any device. 

Nasty Negatives! 

So, get started, give it your best, learn lots and keep those 
entries coming! 

Mrs Conway 
Head of Mathematics  

https://mathsbot.com/puzzles/nastyNegatives
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School Uniform 

It is important to all of us that every one of 
the students who attend Becket Keys looks 
smart in their uniform at all times. All 
students are required to wear shoes and not 
trainers. 

Girls in Year 7-9, should have their hair 
completely tied up. Year 10-11 – hair can be 
half up/ half down.  Black, purple or neutral 
coloured hair ties please. If boys have long 
hair they too need to have it tied up. 

 

 

Now that the weather is getting colder, 
please remember that all students will be in 
need of a COAT – Plain BLACK without 
coloured flashes, logos or slogans, no 
‘fashion items’, no ‘puffer’ jackets. Please 
see the website, if you need more details 
about the school dress code. 
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If you wish to play football 
on the Astroturf at 

lunchtime you will need to 
bring in your trainers. The 
surface has been recently 

replaced and so only trainers 
are allowed on there and no 

food is to be consumed. 
Students are not permitted 

to play in their socks. 

 

 

 

Please make sure that EVERY 
item of uniform, PE Kit and 
equipment is named. There 
are over a thousand students 
at the school all wearing the 
same uniform. 

There are many items that we 
are unable to return as we do 
not know to whom they 
belong. 

Lost Property can be 
collected from Reception. 

 

https://www.huttonparish.com/jobs
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Skye Paulus 

Year 11 
 

Did you know you can 
try Scuba Diving in 
Brentwood? 

I began with a ‘try dive’, which 
took place at the Brentwood 
Centre. 

Brentwood Selo sub aqua club 
gave me an amazing introduction 
to scuba diving and it encouraged 
me to continue.  

Within a month I began training 
in the swimming pool and 
learning all the theory involved. 
After 12 weeks I had completed 
the pool training and took the 
theory test. This took a couple of 
tries but was worth it. 

In March this year the club took 
its trainees to Leybourne Lake in 
Kent. We did two dives, and I 
passed the first stages of open 
water diving.  

Our next dive was at Stoney Cove 
in Leicester. This was a big 
accomplishment and everyone at 
the club encouraged me. They 
were urging me on to become a 
sports diver and taking an 
instructor course. 

I am enjoying diving all around 
the UK and I am considering a 
career in scuba diving.  

If you want to find out more 
about the club, I recommend that 
you book a ‘try dive’. I hope like it 
as much as I did.  

Contact Brentwood Selo at: 
Home - Brentwood Selo 177 

 

Is scuba diving for me? 

If you're one of those people that 

love being in, by or on water and 

love adventure and learning new 

things, then scuba diving could 

very well be for you. Learning to 

dive is an adventure of a lifetime. 

You can dive regularly at home or 

just dive on holiday, the choice is 

yours. 

What actually is scuba 

diving? 

Scuba diving is being able to 

move about and breathe 

underwater using self-contained 

underwater breathing equipment. 

How will I feel when scuba diving 

and will I like it? 

Scuba diving is amazing, it's like 

nothing you have ever 

experienced before. The first time 

you breathe underwater is an 

experience to remember. The 

feeling of weightlessness is 

incredible as you leave the stress 

of daily life behind. 

Is scuba diving is safe? 

Scuba diving has a really good 

safety record, and this is mainly 

due to the training before any 

participation in this adventurous 

sport. BSAC training is world-

renowned for being extremely 

thorough. BSAC will teach you 

everything you need to know to 

be a competent safe diver. 

  

Student Achievement 

          

https://www.brentwoodselo177.co.uk/
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Please make sure that EVERY 
item of uniform, PE Kit and 
equipment is named. There 
are over a thousand students 
at the school all wearing the 
same uniform. 

There are many items that we 
are unable to return as we do 
not know to whom they 
belong. 

Lost Property can be 
collected from Reception. 

 

 

If you wish to play football 
on the Astroturf at 

lunchtime you will need to 
bring in your trainers. The 
surface has been recently 

replaced and so only trainers 
are allowed on there and no 

food is to be consumed. 
Students are not permitted 

to play in their socks. 
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Apprenticeships at 
the BBC 

If you’re thinking about what the 
next right step is for you – it could 
be an apprenticeship, maybe 
you’re thinking about university, 
or perhaps you want to dive 
straight into your first ‘proper job’ 
– the  ‘GET IN’ TASTER 
EXPERIENCES offer you the 
chance to explore the different 
career paths the BBC has to offer 
and to find out if this organisation 
is somewhere you’d like to work 
in the future. 

Throughout 2025 and 2026 the 
BBC will be running 'GET IN' 
TASTER EXPERIENCES across 
BBC bases the length and breadth 
of the UK. 

They would love to hear from you 
if a job in the media industry is 
something you think you might 
like, but just don’t know how or 
where to start looking! 

The 'GET IN' TASTER 
EXPERIENCES  are designed to 
show you what opportunities are 
on offer and to support you with 
the next steps you need to take 
to ‘GET IN’ to the BBC. 

There are many sessions for 
students aged 16-18.  Please 
select this link to the expression 

of interest form to register your 
interest for the BBC location that 
is nearest to you or most easily 
reached.  

Once a date has been confirmed 
for your chosen base, you will be 
contacted and asked to complete 
a separate application form. 

To avoid disappointment, please 
check the criteria below to make 
sure you are eligible. 

At a 'GET IN' TASTER 
EXPERIENCE, you’ll have the 
chance to: 

• Learn about the media 
industry and a 
professional workplace 
environment 

• Find out about the wide 
range of job roles the BBC 
have to offer 

• Develop some hands-on 
skills 

• Spend time in a BBC 
studio 

• Have a closer look at the 
apprenticeship application 
process and get some tips 
for applying. 

ELIGIBILITY FOR STUDENTS 
AGED 16-18 

• 'GET IN' TASTER 
EXPERIENCES will be for 
groups of either 16 & 17-
year-olds, or 17 & 18-year-
olds. 

• You will have to let your 
tutor know that you’ve 
applied (and provide the 
BBC with the name and 
contact details of the 
school i.e. 
office@becketkeys.org 

• You must have full 
permission and consent 
from your parent/carer to 
apply (The BBC will need 
to ask you for their 
contact details if you’re 
selected to take part). 

• For safeguarding reasons, 
if you are 16-18 and still in 
education, your home 
address must be within a 
1-hour commute of the 
BBC location you have 
selected.  

 

Careers Information 

 

For more information visit the BBC Careers website here: 

BBC Careers 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=M3FYDo5W1kSAHSJmvFLlzz1d3ArIAF1EnE_4HAXz_R9URTBWR0FLRk5MWlIxMjEyS1FETkM2OVJHRC4u&web=1&wdLOR=cA0F54DDB-326B-4641-B27C-8E789B877A7D
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=M3FYDo5W1kSAHSJmvFLlzz1d3ArIAF1EnE_4HAXz_R9URTBWR0FLRk5MWlIxMjEyS1FETkM2OVJHRC4u&web=1&wdLOR=cA0F54DDB-326B-4641-B27C-8E789B877A7D
https://d5hwvl04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/2Q+113/d5HWvL04/VVzT-H3RblGfW2JkZ557JQ34pW7vv0b_5Fz_5QM9V8lb3qn9qW8wLKSR6lZ3mQW1cRN2h4YYtJhW8qCBxh8xmZkTW8xSzK92fT_fxW8VPMyN4VRnJ5W7bwS9116G1V2W1kDZ-W1XF0dMW6k7TmF2RDrT-N54jqtcy_SMWN7QPnM-Ttk6MW57cjWB4vyTGMW3RQPLz3sBvw5W5wh0VB56-xP5W52q39c3m9sVJW79hm4h3kNgyBW6TNG6K5JkpT5N2bwtfTgsTZkW4BLqp686bbJWN15m4Q4KWvnnW8RtvQT8_5bvRN52wsq4v8vhmVdsqgd8l80hgN5RyflQ9ZjmPW1_j3ky4Mg9y1W6gQ7_G8G7lJMW2XLTwk1x2-f5W5qfJ_d7rtpndW77V9hz4tnl4KW3cJC7B2-VDD6f2K0yd404
https://careers.bbc.co.uk/content/EC_Get-In/?locale=en_GB&utm_campaign=25708125-UK&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9m5lz6QG8147BAdWwy9cf8tDvfP8JUW4_wtOgDqrhKs4wMfOibWMd10ZoIYMxliVFgo6gLKqw-j2qPRBrEk_r5OjegVg&_hsmi=388537236&utm_content=388537236&utm_source=hs_automation
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=M3FYDo5W1kSAHSJmvFLlzz1d3ArIAF1EnE_4HAXz_R9URTBWR0FLRk5MWlIxMjEyS1FETkM2OVJHRC4u&web=1&wdLOR=cA0F54DDB-326B-4641-B27C-8E789B877A7D
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 
 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 
SCHOOL PLAYGROUND 

10.45AM TUESDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 
 

* 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENT 
WEDNESDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2025 

STUDENT EARLY FINISH 2.20PM 
 

* 
STUDENT LATE START 10.30AM 

THURSDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2025 
 

* 
FOBK AGM – 9.20AM 

WEDNESDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 2025  
 

* 
WHOLE SCHOOL ADVENT EUCHARIST 

TUESDAY 2ND DECEMBER 11.00AM 
 

* 
STUDENT CHRISTMAS DINNER 

NON-UNIFORM DAY 
WEDNESDAY 3RD DECEMBER 2025 

 
* 

LAST DAY OF TERM 
STUDENT HALF DAY 

THURSDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2025 
 

* 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

FRIDAY 19TH DECEMBER 2025 – 
FRIDAY 2ND JANUARY 2026 

 
* 

INSET DAY 
(NO STUDENTS IN SCHOOL) 

MONDAY 5TH JANUARY 2026 

 

 

 

Becket Keys 

Church of England 
School 
Sawyers Hall Lane 
Brentwood, Essex 
CM15 9DA 
01277 286600 
 
 
 

www.becketkeys.org 
office@becketkeys.org 
finance@becketkeys.org       
                
X:    
@BecketKeys  
@MrScottEvans         
@BecketKeys6th 
@BecketKeysMusic 
@BecketKeysPE   
@BecketKeysArt 
@BecketKeysSci 
@BecketKeysDT 
@BecketKeysExams 
@BecketKeysTrips 
 
Facebook: Becket Keys Church School 

 

http://www.becketkeys.org/
mailto:office@becketkeys.org

